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92-308 September 28, 1992 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
AL MESSENGER TO RETIRE 
CHARLESTON, IL--As director of Eastern Illinois University's 
Business Development Center, Allen Messenger has helped hundreds 
of east central Illinois residents in an 18-county area form or 
maintain successful businesses. 
Although Messenger will be retiring from Eastern Oct. 2, he 
will remain in the Charleston community and continue to serve 
local business and economic development officials through his own 
training and consulting business. He is also a member of the 
Charleston Area Chamber of Commerce and the East Central Illinois 
Development Corporation. Last year he was a member of the Rural 
Partners community action team which helped communities plan 
activities to improve economic conditions in their area. 
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ADD 1/1/1/1 AL MESSENGER 
By using the resources of the Lumpkin College of Business 
where the Business Development Center is housed and the 
university-at-Iarge, Messenger has been able to provide indivi-
duals valuable information about owning and operating a business. 
Messenger and members of Eastern's business faculty have 
also been working in close cooperation with the Charleston Area 
Chamber of Commerce to develop a business assistance program that 
relies on the expertise of EIU faculty and local business profes-
sionals to help those new to business and industry improve their 
performance. 
Ted Ivarie, dean of Eastern's Lumpkin College of Business, 
said, "AI's business and academic experience have provided a 
unique blend of qualifications. He has been able to understand 
and respond to the needs of the business community with a full 
range of university resources in his 'portfolio.' The result has 
been an ever-increasing recognition among the business community 
of EIU as an important source of training and assistance." 
The Center also offers a variety of noncredit seminars and 
workshops on business and economic development issues. 
Business owners and local government officials can also seek 
assistance from Eastern's Small Business Institute (SBI) , co-
sponsored by the Business Development Center and the u.S. Small 
Business Administration. 
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ADD 2/2/2/2 AL MESSENGER 
Teams of advanced business students, under the direction of 
experienced professors, are available to conduct research that 
will help managers find solutions to their problems. The SBr 
teams have won two national and four district awards for their 
work with municipalities, counties and businesses. 
Seventy-eight new companies sought assistance from the 
Business Development Center last year and 15 SBr projects were 
initiated. More than 400 persons attended the public, private 
and special workshops that were presented. 
"Working at Eastern has given me the opportunity to learn 
more about the academic community. r have particularly enjoyed 
my contact with SBr students and faculty who have contributed to 
the success of our programs," Messenger said. 
Messenger and his wife, Janet, a graphic artist, have two 
sons, Brian of Lawrence, Kansas, and Gary of Peoria. 
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